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Damage on Autumn Shoots in Tea Fields by the Leaf Beetle,

Demotina fasciculata Baly (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae)

Maki Yoshizaki’ and Akihito Ozawa?
2Tea Research Center/ Shizuoka Res. Inst. of Agri. and Forest.

Abstract

This is a report on a survey of the damage to autumn shoots of the tea crop by the leaf beetle, Demotina fasciculata Baly
(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), which is becoming an important tea pest recently, in Shizuoka prefecture, Japan. The damage
rate to autumn shoots by adults showed a vertical distribution in which the leaves situated at higher places exhibited severe
damage. The horizontal distribution of the damaged shoots by adults was localized in the tea fields. Our investigation revealed
the area of feeding damage by an adult per day in a room condition (25°C 16L 8D) was 20.5 mm?.
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